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OFFICE OF THE 

ELECTION AUTHORITY 

UNDER PANCHAYATI RAJ ACT, 1989

(CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER, JAMMU & KASHMIR)

BLOCK-A OLD SECRETARIAT, SRINAGAR 
Notification



Whereas, in pursuance of Rule 7 of the J&K Panchayati Raj Rules, 1996, the Government had issued a Notification, in consultation with the Election Authority (Chief Electoral Officer, J&K), vide its SRO No.78 dated 14th March, 2011, calling upon the Panchayat Halqas in the State to elect Sarpanches and Panches on the dates to be appointed by Election Authority (Chief Electoral Officer, J&K);


Whereas, in pursuance of Rule 8 of J&K Panchayati Raj Rules, 1996, the Election Authority (Chief Electoral Officer, J&K) had issued a Notification on 15th April, 2011, notifying the dates for the 8th Phase of Election for Sarpanches and Panches in respect of Blocks Trehgam, Rafiabad, B.K. Pora, Shahabad, Barnoti, Akhnoor and Sunderbani as per the schedule given below:-

a) 15th April, 2011 as date of issue of Gazette Notification,

b) 23rd April, 2011 last date for making Nominations,

c) 25th April, 2011 date of Scrutiny of Nominations,

d) 27th April, 2011 last date for withdrawal of candidature,

e) 12th May, 2011 date of poll/counting wherever, necessary,

Whereas, an appeal has been filed before the Appellate Authority for Block Sunderbani (Sub Divisional Magistrate, Nowshera) by Shri Mohan Lal S/o Dhani Ram R/o Nallah (Nahoti), Sunderbani against the (1) Returning Officer, Panchayat Nallah (2) Assistant Returning Officer Panchayat Nallah and (3) Shri Tirath Ram S/o Durga Dass R/o Makol Sunderbani requesting for reconsideration of the Panchayat Election Results in respect of Panchayat Halqa Nallah, Block Sunderbani District Rajouri; 
Whereas, the Appellate Authority (Sub Divisional Magistrate, Nowshera) has examined the officials involved in the conduct of elections i.e., Returning Officer, Assistant Returning Officer and Zonal Magistrate and also recorded their statements alongwith the statement of Shri Tirath Ram, Respondent; 
Whereas, the Appellate Authority (Sub Divisional Magistrate, Nowshera) appointed under Section 43 of the J&K Panchayati Raj Act, 1989 has come to the following conclusions:-
a) that the result declared on 12th May, 2011 was invalid since the ballots polled did not match the number of ballots that were counted;

b) that there was clear negligence on the part of the Returning Officer and Assistant Returning Officer in not bringing out the incident of loss of ballots and still declaring the results;

c) that there are reasons to believe that some elements actually barged inside the counting room and destroyed the ballots. The inability of Zonal officer/Zonal Magistrate and Sector Officer/Sector Magistrate to trace these elements and bring them to justice is gross negligence on their part.

Whereas, the Appellate Authority (Sub Divisional Magistrate, Nowshera) vide his Order dated 18th May, 2011 in Panchayat Appeal of 06, has recommended that fresh poll for Sarpanch be carried out for Panchayat Nallah, Block Sunderbani, District Rajouri and action be taken against the erring officials; 
Whereas, order of the Appellate Authority (Sub Divisional Magistrate, Nowshera) has been perused and it reveals that the Returning Officer/Assistant Retuning Officer have committed grave mistakes while carrying out the counting of votes and declaring the results on 12th May, 2011; 
Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred under section 36 of the J&K Panchayati Raj Act, 1989 read with rule 3 of J&K Panchayat Raj Rules, 1996, the Election Authority (Chief Electoral Officer, J&K) hereby issues directions for re-poll in Panchayat Halqa Nallah, Block Sunderbani District Rajouri in so far as it relates to the Sarpanch Constituency on 06-06-2011 between 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The counting of votes shall be taken up on same day at a place and time to be decided by the District Panchayat Election Officer (Deputy Commissioner) Rajouri. 
Sd/-
(B. R Sharma) IAS

Election Authority

Under Panchayati Raj Act, 1989

(Chief Electoral Officer, J&K)

Srinagar
No.5311/CEO/PYT/Notification/2011/ 




Dated: 21-05-2011

Copy to the:-

1. Commissioner/Secretary to Government, Rural Development Department, J&K, Srinagar for information.

2. Director, Information and Publicity, J&K, Srinagar with the request to publish the notification through electronic and print media especially in Kashmir Division.

3. Divisional Commissioner, Jammu for information.

4. State Informatics Officer, NIC, J&K, Srinagar for hosting in the website.

5. District Panchayat Election Officer (Deputy Commissioner) Rajouri for information and to circulate the above said notification to the concerned Returning Officer.

6. Principal Private Secretary to Chief Secretary, J&K, Srinagar for the kind information of Chief Secretary, J&K.

Published for general information.

(Harcharan Singh) KAS
Joint Chief Electoral Officer, 
J&K, Jammu
